




THE BIBLE'S BOOKS & GENRES i 

Genesis 
Exodus 

Leviticus 
Numbers 

Deuteronomy 

Joshua 
Judges 

Ruth 
1 Samuel 
2Samuel 

1 Kings 
2 Kings 

1 Chronicles 
2 Chronicles 

Ezra 
Nehemiah 

Esther 

Job 
Psalms 

Proverbs 
Ecclesiastes 

Song of Songs 

Isaiah 
Jeremiah 

Lamentations 
Ezekiel 
Daniel 
Hosea 

Joel 
Amos 

Obadiah 
Jonah 
Micah 

Nahum 
Habakkuk 

Zephaniah 
Haggai 

Zechariah 
Malachi 

LAW 

These books introduce and present the many laws 

God gave to Israel, comprising the standard by which 

God's people were to live and worship under the Old 

Covenant. Although we are under the New Covenant 

today, the "Law" is not obsolete. Rather, it has been 

fulfilled in Jesus. 

HISTORY 
These books present the account of Israel from their 

settlement in the promised land, through Israel's 

destruction and exile, to their re-settlement back in 

their land. Understand these as stories of imperfect 

people with imperfect actions, collectively pointing us 

to the greater story of Jesus. 

WISDOM & POETRY 
The books of Wisdom present commonsense sayings 

and philosophical reflections. Understand these not 

only as collections of individual proverbial statements, 

but also as containing broader, more unified 

messages. The books of Poetry are lyrical writings of 

prayer and worship. Read these as expressions to and 

about God that were inspired by God. 

PROPHECY 
These books present messages from God to His 

people through the voice of a specific, human 

prophet, calling his people back into obedience. 

Understand the historical context in which these were 

written, keeping in mind the big picture of God's 

faithfulness to an unfaithful people. 

GOSPELS 

These books present the life and teachings of Jesus 

Christ, containing narratives (stories}, parables 

(illustrations}, and exhortations (sayings). They aim to 

express the good news of Jesus' life, death, and 

resurrection. 

CHURCH HISTORY 

Acts gives the history of the early church and its 

remarkable growth from Jewish communities in 

Jerusalem to Gentile communities in Jerusalem to 

Gentile communities in Rome. Pay attention to the 

work of Peter, Paul, and more centrally, the Holy Spirit, 

as they spread the good news of Jesus' resurrection. 

LETTERS 

These letters, or epistles, were written to first-century 

church communities in response to their specific 

needs, questions, and circumstances. Understand the 

historical and cultural context in which these were 

written, reading each letter as a whole for the most 

complete understanding. 

m 
PROPHECY 

Revelation combines prophecy, apocalyptic literature, 

and letters to communicate the apostle John's God

given visions to first-century Christians. His visions 

draw from Old Testament imagery in the past to paint 

multiple symbolic pictures of Jesus' coming in the 

future in order to call God's people to faithful 

obedience in the present. 
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Matthew 
Mark 
Luke 
John 

-

Acts 

Romans 
1 Corinthians 
2 Corinthians 
Galatians 
Ephesians 
Philippians 
Colossians 
1 Thessalonians 
2 Thessalonians 
1 Timothy 
2 Timothy 
Titus 
Philemon 
Hebrews 
James 
1 Peter 
2 Peter 
1 John 
2John 
3John 
Jude 
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